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OUR VIEW

STATE SENATE ENDORSEMENTS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Kavanaugh’s woeful 
environment record

By pushing our federal govern-
ment to fulfill its duty to protect 
people and our environment 
from dangerous pollution and cli-
mate change, the U.S. Supreme 
Court has historically upheld our 
bedrock environmental laws. 
However, Brett Kavanaugh’s Su-
preme Court nomination signals 
trouble for many environmental 
actions like conserving clean air 
and water as well as mitigating 
the climate crisis.

A close look at Kavanaugh’s re-
cord shows he is no friend to the 
environment. His rulings have 
limited regulations to reduce pol-
lution from power plants and ar-
gued that the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s jurisdiction 
does not extend to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Kavanaugh’s nomination holds 
huge stakes for the future of peo-
ple and the environment, espe-
cially since he will likely serve as 
the deciding vote if President 
Donald Trump attempts to dis-
mantle key environmental and 
public health protections.

The U.S. Senate should oppose 
Kavanaugh’s nomination be-
cause he would negatively im-
pact our aina and the health of 
many people, including those liv-
ing in Hawaii.

Mahealani Daniels
Kaneohe

Beware of high costs 
of Medicare for all

Several candidates for Con-
gress advocate Medicare for all.

Currently Medicare expendi-
tures are approximately $710 bil-
lion, covering 58 million folks 
over age 65. Candidates never 
discuss how to pay for universal 
health care or how to administer 
such a huge program.

There have been problems ad-
ministering two smaller govern-
ment health care systems, for 
veterans and Native Americans.

Nationally, advocates for sin-
gle payer say the wealthy will 
pay — except we have case stud-
ies in states showing that it’s not 
just the wealthy, but every busi-
ness and taxpayer that will expe-
rience tax increases. Maryland 
recently found that a universal 
health care system would re-
quire a 10 percent tax on every 
business and $2,800 from every 
man, woman and child.

Vermont abandoned its sin-
gle-payer health care system in 
2014 when costs doubled the 

state’s annual budget.
Free stuff sounds great until 

the law of unintended conse-
quence comes into play. Be wary 
of what you wish for and for 
whom you vote.

Jim McDiarmid
Mililani

Update us on Marco 
Polo fire starters

I am a longtime resident of the 
Marco Polo condominium tower. 
We are all devastated by the 
tragic fire in our beloved build-
ing. There are so many stories 
about the fire and the aftermath. 
But there have been no reports 
on what happened to the people 
who started the fire.

They seemed to have disap-
peared and I am mad about the 
way the authorities and manage-
ment are tight-lipped about what 
happened to them. Who are 
these people who started the fire 
and where did they go? Is there 
still an investigation going on?

They turned our lives upside 
down, and we are still rebuilding 
what is left of them.

Armando Gonzales
McCully-Moiliili

Early College pupils 
motivated to succeed

As someone who teaches 
Early College, my experience has 
been completely different (“Early 
College: Walk before running,” 
Star-Advertiser, Island Voices, 
July 18).

One hundred percent of my 
students are stellar and none of 
them “find themselves with 
pretty dire unintended conse-
quences.” All of my students are 
underserved and first genera-
tion. They work hard, persevere 
and achieve. There is no “seniori-
tis.”

Perhaps it is not a failure or in-
ability of the student, but a fail-
ure of design, instruction and 
student support.

Ricardo C. Custodio
Associate professor of 

health science, UH-West Oahu

Add Bikis to Waikiki,  
Kapiolani Park areas

I’ve lived in Hawaii since 2001 
and have been a bike commuter 
for most of those years, and con-
tinue to commute by bike most 
days. I’ve been so impressed 
with the expansion of biking 

infrastructure in the city, and 
would love to see that continue. 
The growth of the Biki bikeshare 
program has been (and will con-
tinue to be) a huge part of the im-
proved quality and safety of 
biking and pedestrian options in 
our beautiful city by the sea.

Even though I use my own bike 
most days, I find Biki invaluable 
for quick trips downtown or to 
Waikiki, when I can’t take my own 
bike. I love to have the option to 
drop off a bike at a secure station 
and continue on with my day. 

But a huge gap exists in Kapio-
lani Park and the Kaimana/Gold 
Coast area. These are prime 
spots for tourists and locals to 
ride bikes to key locations, and 
Biki would be an awesome addi-
tion to these areas.

Andrea Bertoli
Kaimuki

Use minimal camps 
for asylum seekers

During World War II, we were 
able to house Japanese-Ameri-
can families in camps with just a 
few day’s notice, which we now 
consider inhumane. Why can’t 
we give this same minimum 
treatment to those who seek asy-
lum in our otherwise great coun-
try?

Richard Elstner
Chinatown

$12 million parade 
should be stopped

On Nov. 10, President Donald 
Trump will hold a military pa-
rade using 5,000 to 7,000 active-
duty service members. Since 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
is someone Trump wants to im-
press, I would not be surprised if 
Putin’s invitation to come to 
Washington, D.C., coincides with 
the parade.

I also wouldn’t be surprised if 
Trump shows up in a quasi-mili-
tary uniform even though he has 
never served in the military. Uni-
forms are esteemed by authori-
tarian leaders to inflate the 
perception of strength.

The parade is estimated to 
cost $12 million — $12 million 
better spent to fight climate 
change, or resolve homelessness 
or thousands of other uses.

I am not surprised at Trump’s 
parade to impress his buddy Pu-
tin. The one thing I am surprised 
at is no one is trying to stop him.

Judith Pettibone
Makiki

E xpect some churn in the 
state Senate, with a couple of 
incumbents leaving to pur-

sue higher office. Of the Senate’s 
25 seats, 13 are up for election this 
year — and of these, only one in-
cumbent, Breene Harimoto (Dis-
trict 16, Pearl City), is running 
unopposed for another four-year 
term.

On Oahu, six Senate seats have 
contested races in the primary 
election; here are the Star-Adver-
tiser’s endorsements for them.

>> District 12 (Kakaako-Waikiki): 
Democrat incumbent Brickwood 
Galuteria faces a strong challenge 
from community advocate Sharon 
Moriwaki. A prominent enter-
tainer and former Hawaii Demo-
cratic Party chairman, Galuteria is 
capable and an amiable ambassa-
dor of aloha, involved in Native Ha-
waiian and kupuna issues. But 
Moriwaki gets our endorsement 
here, for her breadth of experience 
and robust engagement in her 
neighborhood’s rapid growth, pro-
viding a needed proactive voice as 
development advances. Founder/
president of Kakaako United, Mori-
waki also knows government as 
one-time deputy director of the 
state Labor Department and direc-
tor of Human Resources; and has 
served in Hawaii’s Judiciary as ad-
ministrative director of the courts. 
She’s also co-chaired the Hawaii 
Energy Policy Forum, which would 
serve the Legislature well as fuel is-
sues intensify.

The winner here will face Repub-
lican Lynn Mariano.

>> District 18 (Mililani-Waike-
le-Kunia): Michelle Kidani, the 
Democratic incumbent, has no 
challenger in the primary so awaits 
the winner of the Republican race: 
either Emil Svrcina or Anthony So-
lis. Of the two, Svrcina gets the nod 
by default as Solis has been unre-
sponsive on the issues. Svrcina is a 
state-employed computer specal-
ist and programmer critical of 
overtaxation and over-reliance on 
big government, and vows to fight 
against Hawaii’s “rigged housing 
market.”

>> District 19 (Ewa Beach-Iro-
quois Point): This race is techni-
cally a special election to fill the 
last two years of the office being 
vacated by Will Espero, now run-
ning for lieutenant governor. 

Three solid Democrats are vying 
here: Veronica Duzon, a lawyer and 
community organizer; Matt Lo-
Presti, currently a state House 
member and Asian-Pacific Studies 
professor; and Alicia Maluafiti, a 
political lobbyist and founder of 
Poi Dogs & Popoki, a spay-and-neu-
ter organization. As expected in 
this booming district, traffic and 
schools overcrowding are top is-
sues — and both LoPresti and 
Maluafiti, in particular, are well-
versed in examining options. Lo-
Presti, though, in his four years in 
the state House has shown the 

ability to deliver for his constitu-
ency, whether it be funds for 
Campbell High School’s addition or 
Fort Weaver Road improvements, 
so he gets the nod.

The winner faces Republican 
Kurt Fevella in the general.

>> District 21 (Kalaeloa-
Waianae-Makaha): Democratic in-
cumbent Maile Shimabukuro 
faces Timothy Riley, a retired Geor-
gia assistant county commissioner 
who’s also worked as a rehabilita-
tion and child counselor. He advo-
cates tackling housing and cost-of-
living problems by raising the mini-
mum wage and fixing the Jones 
Act. Shimabukuro has been adept 
at advocating for the district and 
delivering results, such as for 
Nanakuli traffic projects and funds 
to expand area schools’ programs 
and building. A lawyer for a legal 
services nonprofit, and as Hawai-
ian Affairs Committee chair-
woman, she knows her consti-
tuents’ needs, from transitional 
shelter to Section 8 housing. She’s 
earned another term. 

The winner here will face Repub-
lican Diamond Garcia.

>> District 23 (Heeia-Laie-Waia-
lua): It’s a winner-take-all contest 
between two seasoned politicians: 
incumbent Gil Riviere and former 
legislator Clayton Hee. Both Demo-
crats share an understanding to 
“keep the country country” and to 
be vigilant against urban sprawl. 
But Riviere has proven himself to 
be a conscientious and committed 
lawmaker, attuned to the needs of 
his district, so there’s no need to 
make a switch. Further, where Hee 
has a polarizing political history, 
Riviere has connected with his 
more-collaborative ways, staking 
out mitigations against tourism im-
pacts on natural resources and on 
rental inventory.

>> District 24 (Kailua-Kaneohe): 
Jill Tokuda is leaving this office to 
run for lieutenant governor, so 
here’s another intriguing winner-
take-all contest. The four-year term 
will go to either Kenneth Ito or Jar-
rett Keohokalole, now colleagues 
in the state House. It’s a study in 
contrasts: Ito, 74, has served in the 
Legislature since 1994, with mili-
tary and educational backgrounds 
among his strengths; Keohokalole, 
35 next month, is a relatively new 
politico, elected in 2014. Both have 
strong constituencies — but Keo-
hokalole is living the many chal-
lenges facing today’s young 
working families. 

As House majority policy leader 
this past year, he helped move 
laws to alleviate Kahekili Highway 
traffic, address Kaneohe Bay pollu-
tion, and take steps against hous-
ing and homelessness. He’s started 
to build a solid legislative record 
and shows potential for more, so 
gets our nod.
———
TOMORROW: Contested primary 
races in state House Districts 20-33.

Barney & Clyde >> By Gene Weingarten
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Fresh talent, 
steady hands 
in Senate races
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